4™ Infantry Division, 2nd Brigade, Dragon Mountain, Pleiku; January 1968 -- Volunteering for the L.R.R.P.s

Center, with Thompson on left

2" Brigade L.R.R.P. Base Camp at the "Oasis" L.R.R.P. Commanding Officer Cpt. Garnett

(photo property of Cpt. Garnett)
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My fast firing new model CAR-15; cleaning rods taped to barrel to clear jams... can shoot only 17 rounds!

L.R.R.P. Team “Hotel-2-Charlie”, Central Highlands, March 1968

ir—— L
rf RN YL

Poz Thom:bson " -Smitty Sgt Valeen




Nha Trang
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RECONDO School, Nha Trang

Surfing The Pit

McGuire Helicopter Emergency Extraction Rig




Recondo No. 940
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Swedish K 9mm




Capture of NVA Communist Party political commissar on the Cambodian border - Sgt. Valeen
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Thompson Smitty Poz (photo property of Cpt. Garnett)
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Shorty Ho Chi Minh Sgt. Valeen - Team Leader "Hotel-2-Charlie"



(photo property of Cpt. Garnett) Shorty Valeen Shaner

Saddling up
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Sp/5 Steimbach, smoking, leader of team” Hotel-2-Alpha”. . . his body will not fit into cave hiding the VC arms cache



Team leader Sgt. Johnson who almost washed
me out of the L.R.R.P.s on my first mission



Operations in Pleiku & Kontum Provinces

Sgt. Valeen




Night Moves... Wearing Chinese PLA bush hat on point position




VC archer... Nooo... it wasn’'t me who fired that arrow! VC hiding in a hole... Chiéu Héi !

VC Communist prisoners on their way to interrogation

Inside an NVA base camp - food is still fresh in the mess kits
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NVA, in a big hurry to depart, left their gear behind as well...




Inside the NVA base camp with teammate Cope

Suppressed M16 for our night ambush missions
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Jarvis &

Black P.J.s.... getting ready for our night moves in the jungle



Into A Jam
" THE OﬁSIS — A gro Qf
'Vlet Cong soldiers talk'ed 1eis

a small waterpoint
S nalmg h:s team 53 try and
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The enemy 501 ier was 5| fn

| Sniper mission instantly.

"Naccarato’s gook”... shoot first, and search for weapons later




Naccarato with radio me with 79

Sampling Montagnard rice wine with Valeen and Chue; on the Cambodian border



% Modified CAR-15




Radio Relay mission; supporting a L.R.R.P. team in trouble on the Laos border
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Fire Mission !

“Cpt. Gooney” my “Prick-25" Radio



Sgt. Popay with his “prisoner”

Chopped 79

with Sgt. Yasui



Sgt. Yasui from Hawaii L.R.R.P. Laundromat
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The Oasis, July 1968; promotion to L.R.R.P. Team Leader "Hotel-2-Charlie"



Thompson with arm wound, one week before KIA




Cpt. Garnett landing in his bubble to evacuate wounded Soule and Thompson




Close call - my pack is shredded
12 July 1968

71°' Evac Hospital, Pleiku; visiting wounded teammates Thompson, Soule, Lt. Hall, Flores...

Quintero Cope Finch Johnson Tex Mayle



Thompson is dead...




Farewell to Kull and Ahrendsen followed on 07 September 1968... two Bronze Stars pinned on their empty hats

A welcome sight... slick dropping to extract our team under fire



AT

Safe inside the chopper -- escape from a hot extraction

Hot Extraction at night -- lifting off under fire -- made it again!
Last L.R.R.P. mission in Vietnam...




L.R.R.P.s - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghraumiVO2w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sa5XIKB7TwU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9dEfvLObDc



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghraumiVO2w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sa5XIKB7TwU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9dEfvLObDc

The World, January 1969

Last week in the Army, January 1969 Six months later...

. Surf bum back in Hawaii...



